
     Homeowner’s association 

dues are often a source of 
dispute or contention with 

homeowners.  Homeowners 

wonder why they must pay 

these dues, where the money 
goes, who decides how the 

money is spent, and what 

happens if they do not pay.  

If you ponder some or all of 
these questions, you are not 

alone.  Here is a short Q&A 

to help explain: 

 

Why do I have to pay? 

Newell’s Creek homeowners 

are legally required to pay 

annual homeowners associa-

tion dues.  Homeowners 
associations, or HoAs, are 

formal legal entities created 

to maintain common areas.  

By purchasing property in 
Newell’s Creek, homeowners 

become members of the 

Newell’s Creek HoA.  Mem-

bership is mandatory for all 
property owners, and HoA 

members pay annual dues. 

 

Where does my money 

go? 

Most of our Newell’s Creek 

annual HoA dues primarily 

finance common-area grass 
cutting, liability insurance, 

and property management 

services.  Our property man-
agement company, BC 

Communities, handles issues 

such as collecting dues, 

supervising contractors, 
providing financial state-

ments and delinquency re-

ports, advising the board on 

legal matters, and serving as 
a point of contact for New-

ell’s Creek HoA members.  

Any HoA member may 

contact BC Communities 
(phone 302-234-7710) to 

obtain a copy of the HoA’s 

most recent financial state-

ments. 

 

Who decides how the 

money is spent? 

The Newell’s Creek Board 
of Directors makes all HoA 

financial decisions by ma-

jority vote.  The board 

spends a great deal of time 
carefully discussing how to 

best spend the HoA dues in 

the best interest of the HoA 

members.  The HoA mem-
bers elect two to eight 

homeowners annually to 

serve on the Board of Direc-

tors.  Only Newell’s Creek 

HoA members (property 

owners) are eligible to vote 

and serve as board members.  

The next Board of Directors 
election will be in Novem-

ber 2010. 

 

What happens if I don’t 

pay? 

The HoA is legally author-

ized to subject nonpaying 

HoA members to late fees, 
attorney’s fees, court costs, 

judgments, property liens, 

wage attachments, and prop-

erty seizure.  Any of these 

actions may be taken to 

collect unpaid dues. 

      

     If you are up-to-date on 

your annual assessment, 
your HoA thanks you for 

helping to maintain the qual-

ity, appearance, and value of 

the Newell’s Creek proper-

ties. 

   Q&A:  Homeowners Association Dues 

REMINDERS 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Landscaping Contrac-

tor.  The landscaping 
contractor has been 

restricted to grass-
cutting only.  Addi-

tional landscaping is 
not authorized due to 

budget restraints. 

 

 Prohibited Vehicles.  
No unusual vehicle 

including trucks 
(except non-

commercial pickup 
trucks), buses, travel 

trailers, boat trailers, 
boats, utility trailers, 

commercial vans, trac-
tors, campers, aircraft, 

mobile homes, or vehi-
cles immobilized for 

any reason, shall be 
kept or maintained on 

any lot, driveway, 

street, or open space. 
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UPCOMING HOA 

BOARD MEETINGS  

Tuesday, September 14, 

2010 

Tuesday, October 12, 2010 

Meetings begin at 7:00 pm 

and are held at the Camden 

Municipal Complex, 1783 
Friends Way (located off of 

Voshell Mill Road). 

We’re on the web! 

www.newellscreek.org 

Interested in Serving as a Board Member? 

     The Newell’s Creek 

Board of Directors is the 

governing body that over-
sees the Newell’s Creek 

HoA business.  Board mem-

bers are elected each No-

vember by the HoA mem-
bers and meet once per 

month to manage the HoA’s 

business.  The board also 

holds at least one home-

owner’s meeting each year. 

     If you are interested in 

serving on the Newell’s 
Creek Board of Directors, 

attend the November elec-

tion meeting (second Tues-

day in November) to be 

nominated. 

     Election information will 

arrive in the mail prior to 

the November meeting. 
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     Paying your HoA dues is extremely 

important.  Not only are you legally 
obligated to pay, but unpaid HoA dues 

hurt the association as a whole.  HoA 

dues are established to help keep our 

neighborhood beautiful and minimize 
depreciation of our most expensive 

assets—our homes.   

     When homeowners stop paying dues, 

this reduces HoA funding.  Reduced 
funding forces the board to make tough 

financial decisions to balance the 

budget.  Such decisions have a negative 

impact on our neighborhood, such as 

reducing or suspending landscaping 

services.  Nonpaying members also 

force paying members to unfairly bear 

the entire financial burden of the HoA.  

Further, nonpaying members force the 

board to use funding for court and legal 
costs rather than neighborhood beautifi-

cation projects. 

     As of 8/4/2010, 79 (32 percent) of 

244 lots are delinquent.  Total delin-

quent amount is $29,407*.  A budget 

shortfall is expected this year due to 

delinquencies. 

       If you are behind on your assess-
ment, pay it promptly to avoid legal 

action.  If you are behind on your as-

sessment and are unable to pay it all at 

once, call BC Communities (phone 302-

234-7710) to develop a payment plan. 

*Some of these delinquencies are 

from prior year assessments.  

 

HoA Delinquencies 

Newell’s Creek Homeowners Association 

Budget v. Actual 

January 1, 2010 thru June 9, 2010 

Noisy 

Neighbors? 

The Town of Camden enacted Ordi-

nance number 2008-O-09 to address 
noise issues.  Anyone may report 

noise ordinance violations to the 

Camden Police Department at 698-

9232 during regular duty hours.  Dur-
ing non-duty hours, residents may 

report noise ordinance violations by 

calling 739-4863 or 911.  Noise is-

sues should be re-
ported to the Town of 

Camden for resolu-

tion, not to the HoA 

board of directors or 
BC Communities. 

Actual Budget

Jan. 1 thru Jun. 9 Jan. 1 thru Jun. 9 Difference

OPERATING INCOME

Assessment Income 32,397                    41,236                    (8,839)                     

Interest Income 8                              -                               8                              

Total Income 32,405                    41,236                    (8,831)                     

OPERATING EXPENSES

Administrative

Postage and Printing 943                          500                          443                          

Miscellaneous 72                            -                               72                            

Total Administrative Expenses 1,015                      500                          515                          

Grounds Maintenance

Landscape Maintenance 6,200                      19,450                    (13,250)                   

Total Gounds Maintenance 6,200                      19,450                    (13,250)                   

Professional Fees

Property Management 9,996                      17,136                    (7,140)                     

Legal 846                          2,500                      (1,654)                     

Total Professional Fees 10,842                    19,636                    (8,794)                     

-                               

Taxes and Insurance -                               

Property/Liability Insurance 1,119                      1,250                      (131)                        

Taxes and Fil ing Fees 305                          400                          (95)                           

Taxes and Insurance Expenses 1,424                      1,650                      (226)                        

Total Operating Expenses 19,481                    41,236                    (21,755)                   

Net Profit/Loss 12,924                    -                               12,924                    


